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Raintall measurements using the Chugugi, a copper—vessel rain gauge, 30cm tall and 14cm in diameter,
date back to the 24th year of King Sejong (1442). The Seoungwan, a Royal Institute in charge of astro—
nomical and meteorological observation, as well as each province, county and prefecture measured the
amounts of rain using the Chugugi and reported the measurements. In the 46th year of King Yeongjo (1770),
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the Chugugi was re—installed in two palaces, Changdeok and Gyeonghui, in eight provinces, and in two

major cities (Ganghwa and Gaeseong). Although its size may not be impressive, it is nothing short of a
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treasure, embodying the commitment of the two great kings (Sejong and Yeongjo) to controling water and
drought—induced disasters. In the 6th year of His Majesty Jeongjo (1782), the entire Gyeonggi province was

suffering from a severe drought.

Rainmaking ceremonies were performed in vain on numerous occasions. Holding himself accountable for
the misfortune, His Majesty wholeheartedly consented to the suggestion by his subjects and he personally

preside over rituals at the rainmaking altar, (His Majesty) told the courtiers to withdraw the parasol, where

he stayed all night long, his clothes becoming drenched with dew. When day broke, the King had prisoners
released with the exception of death—row inmates, and prayed for rain. The populace in the capital was

B'JEQJ AUS ZX5HE MELS MZB 244(14424)9] =0 18 5=, |IX|2 7& F2| £27|2 HEd S22 ct awed and touched by His Majesty’ s devotion and some were reduced to tears. Our people believed rain
MNednt = 2 SloAMe H|7F € mjotct 8189 48 £Xsln EngiaLct g=x 46E(17704), ol H=S w2t would certainly fall by virtue of His Majesty’ s endeavors, and even if it did not, they would still rejoice as
Z£Q7|12 MHETD AEZ, A5Z F 2N T, U (Zst iAo AR[EH LESHES ARRBEELICE 717|= HI2 EoLt if it did. So it was that before sunset a heavy rain started to fall lasting well into the night, and the Chugugi
= MIHM SL2|Qt JH2S CHAZ|TX} 814 20| 24 QOL| OfM] ASX| OFLIBHL|7} MAF BE(HZ 6, 17821H) recorded as much as 2.4cm of rainfall. That was indeed a sign of the ability of His Majesty’ s admirable
OE, 47| X|<0 2 7+=0] A0{ sincerity to move even heaven.

7 |—C|’—X‘||§ O] H X|HOLt AR0| UUSLICE MAAME AAZRE EISIAH AGHE0A| 52 21, Tlo| 7|2 Nonetheless, His Majesty was still concerned that his efforts might not have been sufficient, and instructed
St YA HEZL ST HIE 22|H, 0127 0]&0] A= AT 2 A HIM HEMSLICE 0| 9Kl A4 A2t his Cabinet to install a Chugugi in the yard of the Yimunwon and waited for rain. Once enough rain fell to
DE X012 Mulst= HE H|IZA|H, H|7F 27|12 YSLICH EA ot HHIMES 0| £2 228 =2 £2|Z, H|7} 2X| satisfy His Majesty, the King ordered us, Sim Yeomjo and Jeong Jigeom to set down a record to com—
ot AAAIA OfMAI OF20| H|7} & S 7|8} SFESLICEH OfLL T2} siX|7| TEE 2 2|7} LH2 227100 memorate this joyous occasion. As subjects in His Majesty’ s close entourage, knowing how concerned
1ZE 220|Lt FtoL|, 0l MA9| X|Mof| 5t=0| 2S5 Z4QL|Ct the King is for the populace when rain does not fall, humble creatures though we may be, we cannot help

sharing His Majesty’ s torment. By the same token, when rain does fall, knowing how delighted the King is

)ggﬂﬂkl 2= 0|SSICtAIN LiZhol| 2251, 0|28 Mol £2712 Mx[6H ot HIE 7|CHEi&LICt DFElLY for the people, we cannot help sharing His Majesty’ s joy.

HI7} E&3] W2Ixt 2 7152 712171 2ol dEzet ERIHiA 2 L2t oL M52 5 JdS 710l 2AlE

ASHE0[2} H7F @K LS molle MMHM HA BHHS Qe ZAYstAS 2 25| 1 ™S SHGEH| ¢¥s £ Respecting the concerns and joys of our King and the populace embodied in the Chugugi, we engrave
Q%o HI7t & Foll= MAIHM HAS Qs 7|HSHAS 2T 23] 1 T[S SAISHK| 42 £ AUSLICH this inscription in profound reverence. As the Chugugi permits rainfall measurements even in distant places,

we hope that the readings will always stay at appropriate levels, considering that low readings are cause

é—?—7 |01| 71 AL Mol A TS 45| BHE0, £ &2 201 HE|E 20| 0] 22 MZLICEL 2719 for concern over possible droughts and high readings portend floods. Sim Yeomjo composed and Jeong
12125 AIH M 20| APYE & 4= QoL MOH JiE7} Wo™ Azt Hafstn 1M Xgshy |2t gLt E82S Jigeom wrote out this text upon order from His Majesty.
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